United States District Courts - National Judicial Caseload Profile

Twelve-Month Period Ended September 30

ALL DISTRICT COURTS 1998 1997 1996 1995 1994 1993
Filings* 301,569 310,504 304,535| 281,681 267,799| 264,038
Terminations 301,069 284,694 283,383| 259,336 258,712| 259,238
OVERALL Pending 304,579| 304,163| 279,781| 268,197| 257,183| 252,697
CASELOAD o
ver
STATISTICS Last Year 29
Percent Change
in Total Filings -
Current Year
Over Earlier Years -1.0 71 12.6 14.2
Number of Judgeships 646 647 647 649 649 649
Vacant Judgeship Months** 720.2 791.7 571.7 642.0 1104.3 1199.9
Total 467 480 471 434 413 407
FILINGS Civil 398 420 416 383 364 354
Criminal Felony 69 60 55 51 49 53
ACTIONS :
PER Pending Cases 471 470 432 413 396 389
Weighted Filings 484 504 472 448 419 419
JUDGESHIP 95 % Upper 516 541 502 477 445 444
Confidence Lower 452 467 443 419 393 393
Terminations 466 440 438 400 399 399
Trials Completed 25 26 27 27 27 30
From Erl'm'"a' 6.4 6.6 6.8 6.6 6.5 6.3
MEDIAN Filing to elony
Disposition L
TIMES Civil** 9 8 7 8 8 8
(MONTHS) From Filing to Trial
wi Kk
(Civil Only) 19 19 18 18 18 16
Number (and %) 25,621 22,642 16,152 13,538 14,086 18,451
of Civil Cases 9.6 8.3 6.4 5.6 6.2 8.3
Over 3 Years Old
Average Number
of Felony
Defendants Filed 15 15 1.6 1.6 1.6 15
OTHER per Case
Average
Present for 38.19 37.26 36.92 37.90 36.38 38.33
Jurors lury Selection
Percent Not
Selected 339 33.0 344 34.0 33.6 34.0
or Challenged
1998 CIVIL AND FELONY FILINGS BY NATURE OF SUIT AND OFFENSE
TOTAL CIVIL 256,787 TOTAL CRIMINAL 44,204
A-Social Security 14,552 |A-Immigration 8,658
B- Recovery of Overpayments and Enforcement of Judgment 14,577 [B-Embezzlement 1,082
C-Prisoner Petitions 54,715 [C-Weapons and Firearms 3,558
D-Forfeitures and Penalties and Tax Suits 3,855 |D-Escape 484
E-Real Property 5,663 |E-Burglary and Larceny 1,633
F-Labor Suits 14,650 [F-Drugs 14,916
G-Contracts 27,715 |G-(Not in Use)** xx
H-Torts 50,362 [H-Forgery and Counterfeiting 1,273
I-Copyright, Patent, and Trademark 7,748 |I-Fraud 6,802
J-Civil Rights 42,354 |-Homicide and Assault 770
K-Antitrust 580 [K-Robbery 1,446
\L-AII Other Civil 20,016 [L-All Other Criminal Felony Cases 3,582/

*Filings in the "Overall Caseload Statistics" section include criminal transfers, whereas filings "by nature of offense” do not.
** See "Explantion of Selected Terms."
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